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Strengthen the public education based 
on the digital experience

Division Details

Goals

Roles and 
Functions 

National 
Policy 
Tasks

Ensure easy 
access to learning 

resources for 
underprivileged 

students to extend 
their learning 
opportunities 
in primary and 

secondary 
education.

Promote social 
networks to 
ensure the 
quality of 

research and 
projects.

Lead research that 
drives innovation 

in practical 
education field.

Create 
conditions for 
digital-based 

future education

Support 
personalized 

education based 
on data.

Expand 
acknowledgements 

on various 
extracurricular 

activities.

• Conduct entrusted research project 
•  Plan and seek high-performance on research projects
•  Explore strategies to promote and develop Open Middle and High School

Policy 
Research 

• Plan and manage projects
• Implement promotions for recruitment of students and raise public recognition
• Run research schools

Planning 
& Public 

Relations

• Plan and support academic operation(produce and distribute current  
status articles and surveys)

• Operate domestic and international teacher training and partner council
• Implement academic arts competition
• Support assistances for academic adjustment
• Implement and manage comprehensive counseling

Open Middle 
and High 
Schools 
Support 
Division

• Plan curriculum and learnings
• Develop and maintain digital learning content
• Produce and distribute teaching materials

Teaching 
& Learning 

Development

• Operate council of Recognition of Prior Learning System
• Support each unit school for operating Recognition of Prior Learning System 

Support 
Personalized 

Learning

• Operate and maintain cyber education system
• Operate and maintain IT infrastructure
• Support Open Middle School students’ capabilities on digital literacyliteracy

System 
Development 

and Operation

82 
Promote 
innovation in 
education by 
nurturing quality 
digital talent.

84 
Narrow the 
education gap 
through the 
national education 
responsibility 
system

81 
Nurture one 
million talented 
individuals to 
lead the digital 
era



Provide 
personalized 
learning

Strengthen 
teacher 
and student 
competency

Reinforce 
education 
curriculums 
and support 
classes

Center for Open Middle 
and High Schools operates 
training programs to 
promote the ability and 
expertise of teachers and 
holds school academic arts 
Competition to develop 
students’ talents.

Center of Open Middle 
and High Schools strives 
for stable and effective 
learning by reinforcing 
educational curriculums 
and supporting various 
classes.

Provide personalized 
learning
Center for Open Middle 
and High Schools offers 
personalized education 
for students based on 
their characteristic and 
academic levels.

Open Middle and High School Online Personality & Career Test
• Support academic adjustments through self-understanding and career exploration
• Analyze personalized learning style via 3 types of online assessments: Personal Traits, 

Learning Competency, and Career.

Partner Overseas Training
• ‌�Benchmark excellent overseas educational 

establishments (e.g., office of education, 
secondary education schools, online lifelong 
education organizations, public employment 
facilities, etc.)

• ‌�Develop Open Middle and High School 
officials’ expertise and activate educational 
activities through providing available best 
abroad training sessions.

• ‌�Seek abundant EduTech practices on young 
adult and adults’ career, employment training, 
Metaverse and AI to analyze and apply 
educational trends and outcomes.

Develop Digital Learning Content
• ‌�Improve learning achievement and  

support stable distance learning classes  
of Open Middle and High School learners

• Improve user satisfaction and learning 
quality, by providing learning activity, 
evaluation check, additional learning 
material as well as lecture videos

School Academic Arts Competition
• ‌�Encourage Open Middle and High School 

students to develop their strengths and 
interests, promote creative hands-on activities

• ‌�Encourage Open Middle and High School 
students to motivate their achievements and 
self-confidence regarding to their school life.

• ‌�Open Middle Schools: literature(poetry, essay), 
penmanship(Korean, Chinese), painting 
(watercolor, drawing)( ※ as of 2023)

• ‌�Open High Schools: literature(poetry, 
essay), penmanship(Korean, Chinese), 
painting(watercolor, drawing), music(Korean 
traditional, classical, instrumental song), 
calligraphy, English Speech (※ as of 2023)

Devleop and Distribute Learning Materials
• ‌�Open Middle Schools: In all grades total 44 

volumes published
• ‌�Open High Schools: In all grades total 73 

volumes published
• ‌�Provide a stable educational system by 

providing a supportive curriculum and 
learning materials that also can be linked 
to a broader digital learning learning.

Open Middle and High School Lifelong Education Program
• Support teenage school students’ return to study and preventing school dropouts via the 

human rights education program.
• Support lifetime education program for adult learners to design their stable lives.

Open Middle School ICT Support Program (Support students digital literacy ability)
• ‌�Offer expert on-site consultation services to train first-year students at Open Middle 

School on how to utilize computers, windows, and browser.

< video lecture > < Open Middle Schools: 
In all grades total 47 
volumes published >

< learning activities > < Open High Schools: 
In all grades total 76 
volumes published >

Project Features
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Project Features

Cyber 
education 
system

Support 
field-based 
public 
relations

Build 
cooperation 
system 
among 
partners

Recognition 
of Prior 
Learning for 
Learning 
Experience

• ‌�Maximize convenience of learning for students through a listening course, view 
assignment, and class material sections. 

• Easy to check each students own learning progress via online class screen.
• Check in on student’s progress through training course section of cyber 

education system.

Benefit
Students can earn credits at Open Middle and High School students by engaging in various 
extracurricular activities. 
• If accepted, students can be exempted from taking several courses or exams during 

senior year.
• Early graduation is possible by maximum one year.

Procedure

Credential Types  Only in Open Middle Schools  Only in Open High Schools

❶ Lifelong learning account system
❷ Lifelong education facilities acknowledged as 

academic achievement
❸ Alternative schools acknowledged as academic 

achievement
❹ Middle School GED (general equivalency 

diploma) prior to enrollment 
High School GED (general equivalency diploma) 
prior to enrollment

❺ Licenses (certificates officially approved by the 
Government and other private organizations)

❻ Public employment training facilities, Naeil Irum 
School(formerly, Employment Academy)

➐ Technical school, higher civic school, high technical 
school,other schools

➑ Literacy education program acknowledged as middle 
school academic achievement 

➒ National intangible cultural heritage
❿ Master artisan, apprentices or assistants of such 

masters, skilled technician
⓫ Opened and designated learning courses by the 

metropolitan and provincial superintendent of education

Online register for 
recognition of prior 

learning

Register

Screening 
submitted 

prior learning 
experiences

Screening

Confirmation of 
the result and 

administer 
appeals

Announce 
Result

Confirming credits 
and allowing for 
early graduation

Academic 
Records

• ‌�Terrestrial TV commercials, real-time 
IPTV and Cable TV commercials 

• ‌�Online(YouTube) Video Ad.
• ‌�A YouTube influencer Ad.

National 
Publicity

School-unit 
Publicity

Other 
Promotions

• ‌�Support posting banners by each school(main building, public 
announce site).

Conduct research, support 
remote learning and school 

operations

KEDI

Administrative and financial 
support for the project 

committees

The Provincial Office 
of Education

Enact laws, systems, and build 
infrastructure

Ministry of Education

School Unit

Manage attendance, 
operate academic 

affairs

Principals Council

School management 
consultation

Teachers Council

School practice 
consultation

Cyber education system 
of Open Middle and High 
Schools are designed for 
students to study easily 
by using various learning 
platforms such as PC, 
mobile PC, or tablet 
anytime and anywhere.

Implement viral 
promotional activities to 
raise awareness of Open 
Middle and High Schools 
and to recruit students 
effectively regard to 
student characteristics and 
social trends.

By establishing a 
cooperative system with 
related institutions and 
school units, promoting 
the improvement and 
development of Open 
Middle and High School.

Recognition of Prior 
Learning is a system that 
reviews the out-of-school 
learning experiences of 
Open Middle and High 
School students and 
recognizes the completion 
of the corresponding 
subjects. 
※ Article 3-2 of 「Decree on 
the Establishment of Open 
Middle School and Open High 
School」

• ‌�Promote advertisements via the provincial office of education and local 
governments: produce and distribute banners, post promotional videos for 
student recruit on SNS of the provincial office of education.

• Promote demanding organizations: Distribute brochures and leaflets.
• Run Open Middle and High School YouTube Channel.
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Operational Plan

Open Middle·High School’s 
educational curriculums apply 
correspondingly to the general 
Middle and High School’s 
educational curriculums. 

Operating 
system

A school with the regular middle 
and high school curriculum

A school that students can attend 
from anywhere around the country

A school that you go to 
twice a month

A school that anyone can learn 
regardless of gender and age

A school that provides
 digital-based lifelong learning

A school that recognizes various 
extracurricular learning experiences

Target

Open Middle·High Schools are established as affiliated schools at 66 public 
middle·high schools across the nation in order to provide a learning opportunities for 
those who do not have secondary education qualifications.
Open Middle, High Schools are established as affiliated schools at prestigious 24 public 
middle schools and 42 public high schools across the country so that students are able to 
attend classes near their homes.

Individuals who have not attained secondary education.

 
                 

※ ‌�Article 43-2 and Article 51 of Elementary And Secondary Education Act, Article 75-2 and Article 94 of Enforcement 
Decree of The Elementary And Secondary Education Act, Decree on the Establishment of Open Middle School and 
Open High School, Enforcement rule of Decree on the Establishment of Open Middle School and Open High School.

Operation 
Method

Provide blended learning 
experience by integrating 
offline and online learning.

• Experience curriculum based learning and school activities via face-to-face learning 
support during offline classes twice a week

• <Spring:Mar.~May>: Entrance Ceremony, Orientation, Spring Picnic, 1st semester 
Midterm Exam

• <Summer:June~Aug.>:Intramural Athletics, 1st semester Final Exam
• <Fall:Sept.~Nov.>:2nd semester Midterm Exam, Field Learning, Nation-wide Open 

Middle, High School Arts Competition
• <Winter:Dec.~Feb.>: 2nd semester Final Exam, Graduation Ceremony.

Offline
learning

• PC, tablet PC, smartphones, and other digital devices can be utilized for learning.
• Online learning contents such as courses based on the regular curriculum and 

supplementary learning materials are provided.
• Personalized learning for each individual student is provided via Learning Management 

System(LMS).

Online
learning

Features

• ‌�Students will obtain three years of a regular 
middle, high school diploma as same as the 
regular middle and high school curriculum

• ‌�Open Middle and High Schools are 
established as affiliated schools at 
prestigious public high schools across the 
country

• ‌�Provide offline classes twice a month (every 
other weekend) so students can experience 
school lives.

• Only weekend face-to-face classes are 
provided so students can balance their 
work and study.

• ‌�Anyone who is graduated from elementary 
or middle school and has equal academic 
credentials is given an opportunity for 
secondary education regardless of age

• ‌�Anyone can study easily through the internet 
anytime and anywhere

• ‌�Through Recognition of Prior Learning, 
students’ out-of-school activities such 
as Lifelong Learning Account System, 
GED(general equivalency diploma), and 
licenses can be accepted as equivalent courses 
to Open Middle and High School’s courses.
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History

■ Open High Schools

■ Open Middle Schools

Open High Schools and 
Open Middle Schools 
opened in 1974 and 2013 
respectively, having to 
produce a great number of 
graduates. Open Middle 
Schools are celebrating its 
10th anniversary in 2023 
and Open High Schools 
will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in 2024. 
We will continue to strive 
hard to ensure students’ 
right to learn.

1973

20042013

2022

1976

2008

2016

1974

2006

2014

2023

1977

2011

2017

1989

2012

2019

1973.02.
Revised high school 
entrance examination 
system and set the plan for 
the establishment of Open 
High Schools (Ministry of 
Education)

1973.03.
Consigned research for the 
establishment of Open High 
Schools to KEDI(Ministry of 
Education)

1974.01.
Decree on the establishment 
of Open Middle Schools and 
Open High Schools

1974.02.
Implemented the decree on 
the establishment of Open 
Middle Schools and Open 
High Schools (Decree No.355 
of Mistry of Education)

1974.03.
Founded 11 Open High 
Schools (in Seoul and Busan)

1976.03.
Established Open High Schools 
17 in city and one in town(40 
schools in total)

1976.09.
Enacted regulations on 
educational credential 
assessment test for 
graduation of students who 
have completed Open High 
School curriculum (Decree 
No.394 of the Mistry of 
Education)

1976.12.
Revised school rules of Open 
High School

1977.02.
Held the 1st graduation 
ceremony of Open High 
Schools (Number of 
graduates: 2,680)

1977.03.
Decree on the Establishment of 
Open High School (Presidential 
Decree No. 8475)

1989.04.
Decree on the Establishment of 
Open High School(Presidential 
Decree No. 12683)

1989.06.
Decree on the Establishment of 
Open High School(Decree No.572 
of Mistry of Education)

2004.03.
Built cyber education system 
at Open High Schools

Ran model schools of cyber 
education designated by 
Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology(3 schools)

2006.03.
Began cyber education system 
for freshmen at Open High 
Schools

Abolished the educational 
credential assessment test for 
graduation

2008.03.
Applied cyber education 
system for all grade levels at 
open high schools

Founded an open high school 
affiliated with Howon High 
School (Gyunggi)(a total of 40 
schools)

2011.01.
Restructured Open High 
Schools’ operation system 
and established the plan to 
support the underprivileged 
including dropouts through 
distance education

2011.08.
Revised the 「Degree 
on Standards for the 
Establishment of Open High 
Schools」 & enforcement 
regulations (Adopted credit-
based certification system 
(current Learning Experience 
Recognition System)

2012.03.
Began mobile learning 
services at Open High 
Schools

2012.03.
Revised 「Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
Act」 (Laid the ground 
for the establishment of 
Open Middle Schools)

2013.03.
Implemented Recognition 
of Prior Learning System 
at Open High Schools

2013.03.
Founded open middle 
schools affiliated with 
Daegu and Gwangju 
Middle School and 
implemented Recognition 
of Prior Learning

2014.03.
Founded and operated 42 
Open High Schools over 
16 cities and provinces

2014.03.
Founded 4 Open Middle 
Schools affiliated with 
Daejeon, Gyeonggi , 
Gyeongnam

2016.02.
Held the 1st 
graduation ceremony 
for Open Middle 
School (201 
graduates)

2017.03.
Newly established 
youth class in Open 
Middle School 
affiliated with Jeju Jeil 
Middle School

2019.01.
Founded and operated 24 
Open Middle Schools over 
16 cities and provinces

2019.03.
Open Middle School 
affiliated by Daegu High 
School is transferred 
to Open Middle School 
affiliated with Kyungsang 
Middle School

2022.03.
Open Middle School 
affiliated with Haksung 
High School is transferred 
to Open Middle School 
affiliated with Haksung 
Middle School

2023.03.
Open High Schools 
10th anniversary	

Center for 
Open 
Middle & 
High Schools

10  11 

Center for Open Middle & High Schools ┃About the Open Middle and High Schools┃



Current Status of Operation

Open Middle 
Schools 
Current 
Status of 
Operation

Student 
status by age

Major status 
in the last 5 
years

Status of 
students who 
entered the 
school

1,348 students(93.3%) 
entered the school out of 
1,445 graduates of 2022

Others: 43(3.2%)

Accredited lifelong education 
facility and specialized high 
school: each 1(0.1%)

as of 2023.04

as of 2023.04

Number of students

※ Jeonbuk will be transferred from Jeolla Middle 

School to Jeonju Deokil MIddle School in 2024.

Number of classes Number of students

10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s and 
over

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

3000  -

2500 -

2000 -

1500 -

1000 -

500 -

0 -

5000 -

4000 -

3000 -

2000 -

0 -

200 -

150 -

100 -

50 -

0 -

6
(0.1%)

186 4,726

8
(0.2%)

198 4,865

28
(0.6%)

199
4,782

59
(1.3%)

200

4,597

735
(16.4%)

201

4,477

2,744
(61.3%)

852
(19.0%)

45
(1.0%)

Open Middle Schools

96.7%

Open High Schools: 
1,303

*(2022.04. 기준)

Seoul 
Ahyeon(307)

Gyeonggi 

Howon(198)

Sampyeong(197)

Suwon Jeil(202)

Gwangmyeong(205)

Incheon 
Guwol Girl’s(151)

Chungnam 
Hongseong Girls’(128)

Cheonan(139)

Jeonbuk 
Jeonju Deokil(164)

Gwangju 
Gwangju Buksung(231)

Jeonnam 

Suncheon Yeonhyang  (167)

Mokpo Jungang Girls’(112)

 

Jeju
Jeju Jeil(84)

Gangwon
Namchuncheon(197)

Wonju(199)

Gangneung(164)

Chungbuk
Jusung(217)

Daejeon
Deajeon Bongmyeong(168)

Gyeongbuk
Pohang(234)

Daegu 
Kyungsang(301)

Ulsan 
Haksung(111)

Gyeongnam
Gyeongwon(185)

Jinju(175)

Busan 
Hwamyeong(241)

Gyeonggi
Howon(387)

Susung(362)

Suwon Girls’(288)

Sangdong(184)

Seohyun(216)

Gangwon
Chunchon(153)

Wonju(251)

Gangneung Jeil(176)

Hwangji(38)

Mukho(72)

Seorak(63)

Chunchon Girls’(125)

Gyeongbuk
Pohang(332)

Andong(72)

Gimcheon Jungang(68)

Gumi(172)

Daegu 
Daegu(556)

Ulsan
Haksung(275)

Busan
Dongnae(225)

Gyeongnam Girls’(226)

Gyeongnam
Masan(316)

Jinju(255)

Kyungdong(224)

Kyungbock(336)

Yeongdeungpo(213)

Kyunggi Girls’(283)

Sudo Girls’(224)

Jemulpo(127)

Incheon Girls’(229)

Chungju(273)

Cheongju(124)

Hongseong(230)

Cheonan Jungang(362)

Daejeon(130)

Daejeon Girls’(201)

Jeonju(81)

Jeonju Girls’(278)

Gwangju(91)

Chonnam Girls’(444)

Mokpo(175)

Suncheon(228)

Seoul 

Incheon 

Chungbuk

Chungnam 

Daejeon 

Jeonbuk 

Gwangju

Jeonnam 

Jeju 
Jeju Jeil(400)

방송통신중학교

Open Middle Schools 
are established and 
operated as affiliated 
schools at prestigious 
24 public middle 
schools across the 
country.

Number of students

Number of students

yearyear

Entrance type
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421

Open High Schools are 
established and operated 
as affiliated schools at 
prestigious 42 public 
high schools across the 
country.

Student 
status by age

Major status 
in the last 5 
years

Status of 
students who 
entered the 
college

1,376 students(43.5%) 
entered the College out of 
3,161 graduates of 2022

10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s and over

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

3000  -

2500 -

2000 -

1500 -

1000 -

500 -

0 -

10000 -

8000 -

6000 -

4000 -

2000 -

0 -

400 -

300 -

200 -

150 -

100 -

50 -

0 -

1,155
(12.2%)

401 9,869

395
(4.1%)

405 9,902

479
(5.0%)

416 10,150

679
(7.1%)

418
9,711

1,720
(18.0%)

9,538

3,807
(39.9%)

1,303
(13.7%)

total of 815

4 year University 

total of 558
2-3 year College      

· Technical College 711
· Polytechnics College 6
· Distance and Cyber University 98

Open High Schools
as of 2023.04

Open High 
Schools 
Current 
Status of 
Operation

· General University 339
· Cyber University 109
· Distance and Cyber University 110  

Entrance type

as of 2023.04

Number of students

*(2022.04. 기준)

Seoul 
Ahyeon(307)

Gyeonggi 

Howon(198)

Sampyeong(197)

Suwon Jeil(202)

Gwangmyeong(205)

Incheon 
Guwol Girl’s(151)

Chungnam 
Hongseong Girls’(128)

Cheonan(139)

Jeonbuk 
Jeonju Deokil(164)

Gwangju 
Gwangju Buksung(231)

Jeonnam 

Suncheon Yeonhyang  (167)

Mokpo Jungang Girls’(112)

 

Jeju
Jeju Jeil(84)

Gangwon
Namchuncheon(197)

Wonju(199)

Gangneung(164)

Chungbuk
Jusung(217)

Daejeon
Deajeon Bongmyeong(168)

Gyeongbuk
Pohang(234)

Daegu 
Kyungsang(301)

Ulsan 
Haksung(111)

Gyeongnam
Gyeongwon(185)

Jinju(175)

Busan 
Hwamyeong(241)

Gyeonggi
Howon(387)

Susung(362)

Suwon Girls’(288)

Sangdong(184)

Seohyun(216)

Gangwon
Chunchon(153)

Wonju(251)

Gangneung Jeil(176)

Hwangji(38)

Mukho(72)

Seorak(63)

Chunchon Girls’(125)

Gyeongbuk
Pohang(332)

Andong(72)

Gimcheon Jungang(68)

Gumi(172)

Daegu 
Daegu(556)

Ulsan
Haksung(275)

Busan
Dongnae(225)

Gyeongnam Girls’(226)

Gyeongnam
Masan(316)

Jinju(255)

Kyungdong(224)

Kyungbock(336)

Yeongdeungpo(213)

Kyunggi Girls’(283)

Sudo Girls’(224)

Jemulpo(127)

Incheon Girls’(229)

Chungju(273)

Cheongju(124)

Hongseong(230)

Cheonan Jungang(362)

Daejeon(130)

Daejeon Girls’(201)

Jeonju(81)

Jeonju Girls’(278)

Gwangju(91)

Chonnam Girls’(444)

Mokpo(175)

Suncheon(228)

Seoul 

Incheon 

Chungbuk

Chungnam 

Daejeon 

Jeonbuk 

Gwangju

Jeonnam 

Jeju 
Jeju Jeil(400)

방송통신중학교

Current Status of Operation

Number of students

Number of classes Number of students

Number of students

yearyear
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Open Middle and High Schools by Numbers

10th Anniversary in 2023 
Establish Open Middle Schools

50th Anniversary in 2024
Establish Open High Schools

Number of established schools

Number of established 
schools

Number of Digital Learning 
Contents Applied to the 2015 

Revised Curriculum

Number of enrolled students

Accumulated number of students

Accumulated number of 
graduates

Number of operating 
classes

Accumulated number of 
enrolled students

Number of Open Middle Schools 
faculty members

24 schools

44 Types (1,836th episode)

4,477students

 38,176students

 9,249students

201classes

7,919students
teachers  613people

administrative officials139people

Number of Digital Learning 
Contents Developments Applied 
to the 2015 Revised Curriculum

Accumulated number of students

Accumulated number of graduates

Accumulated number of 
enrolled students

76Types (2,754th episode)

1,008,029students

262,582students 82,803students

 Number of enrolled students

Number of operating classes

Number of Open High Schools 
faculty members

42schools

9,538students

421clasees

teachers1,093people

administrative officials 294people
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A Periodical Publication | Open Middle and High School Newsletter ‘U-Banditbul’

Open High Schools: www.cyber.hs.kr

[ 2023 Publication ] [ 2022 Publication ]

Admissions & Academic Advising

1544-1294

Open Middle Schools: www.cyber.ms.kr

Center of Open Middle and High Schools 

will lead the future secondary education based on 
its experience in operating online courses, and 
provide personalized learning for students with its 
professional partners and sturdy infrastructure.

Center for Open Middle & High Schools
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